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Is ‘The Blob" back? New marine heat wave threatens Marine Heat Wave Reminiscent of 'the
Pacific Blob' Lingers off U.S. West Coast

By Warren Cornwall | Sep. 17,2019, 4:15 PM
SHARE: n 84| &= VIEW MORE ARTICLES

Return of warm water 'blob’ in the
Pacific threatens marine life Tuesday, October 8, 2019

000HO000

ENVIRONMENT 9 October 2019

By Adam Vaughan
A new, big warm Blob is back in the north

Pacific Ocean

Posted Oct 11, 2019
57 f ’ 1.3k
shares

By Mark Torregrossa | mtorregr@mlive.com
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NOAA’s Marine Prediction Task Force coordinates activities to explore seasonal prediction of
coastal high water levels and changing living marine resources”
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NOAA’s Marine Prediction Task Force coordinates activities to explore seasonal prediction of
coastal high water levels and changing living marine resources”
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NOAA’s Marine Prediction Task Force coordinates activities to explore seasonal prediction of

coastal high water levels and changing living marine resources”

Mechanism Timescales of predictability
Physical predictability

Persistence 1 — 10 months
Re-emergence 6 — 12 months

Coastal waves 1 — 3 months

Baroclinic Rossby waves 1 month — 2+ years
Advection 1 — 2+ years

Tropical — extra-tropical connections 1 month — 2 years

Sea-ice processes 1 — 12 months

Biogeochemical and ecoloqical predictability

Biogeochemical response to physical forcing Consistent with physical predictability
Species response to environmental change Consistent with environmental
Species life history 1 — 2+ years

Jacox et al. (in revision
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Some Key Questions for Marine Heatwave Prediction

What is the predictability and what are the mechanisms?
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Some Key Questions for Marine Heatwave Prediction

What is the predictability and what are the mechanisms?

How well are they represented in models?

How can we close the gap between predictability and forecast skill?

What would be done with MHW forecasts?
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